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3HauumenvHana MopPonocuNecKas U3MeHYUGOCmy 3ampyoHaem UCNOIb308AHUE PAIMEPHBIX NPUHAKOS
0N onpeodenenus noaa u eozpacma 0ypvix meogedei. B makoii cumyayuu ocoboe 3nauenue npuoodpemaiom
RPU3HAKU, MEHAIOWUECA 8 3ABUCUMOCHIU O RPOOOIHCUMETbHOCIU 8030€lCHEUA HA HUX C 803pACMOM (u3u-
yeckoil nHazpysku. Ecmecmeennoit npuuunoi maxkoi Hazpy3Ku j102U4HO PACCMAMPUEAMb NOMPEOHOCHb 8 00-
ovleanuu u nompeodnenuu Kopma. Ilepeoouepeonozo 6HUMAHUA 3ACTYHCUBAIOM MODGhoI0ZUYEeCKUe U3MEHEHUA
3y606 u Kocmeil uepena, yoepicusanuux KpynHule ycegamenvhole moluiysvl. Mamepuanom 0na uccieoosanus
nocayycunu 32 uepena Oypvix meodgeoeil paznozo 803pacma u3 KoneKyuili 0uonozuueckozo gaxynrvmema Bam-
CKOll 20Cy0apcmeeHHOll cebCKoxXo3aiicmeenHoll akademuu, Kupoeckozo o6racmnozo u Kupoeckozo 20poockozo
obuwecme 0XomHuUKo8 u pvl6010606. Mecma 0ooviuu meosedeit — Kupoeckasn, Apxanzenvckaa u Bonozoockasn
oonacmu, Ilepmckuii kpaii u Pecnyonuka Komu. /[na cpasnenusn 603pacmuuix usmeHeHuil chpomozpaghuposeanni
JHceeamenbHAas NOBEPXHOCHLL MOIAPOE U NPEMONAPOE 6ePXHEll U HUNCHEN Ueal0CmU, Y2ll06ble U CYCHIAGHble ONl-
POCIMKU ¢ 1amMepansHoil CHOPOHbL HUMCHEN YeloCuU, CazummansHble ZpedHu u esl6opouno pesyvl. Haubdonn-
wieil mpancgopmayuu ¢ 603paAcnom nNO0GEP2Aemca HceGamenabHaAA NOBEPXHOCIb MOAAPO8. FeHo pasnuuumsle
0y2pbl HA NOBEPXHOCIU IMUX 3YD08 Y MOI00bIX MedBedell cO 6pemeHemM NOCIMENeHHO CHUPAIOMCs, UCUe3aom )
83pocabIX ocobeil, y cmapuix ocodeil oopazyemcsa ineenod ¢ wupoxum oonaxrcenuem oenmuna. Ilpoyecc cmupa-
HUA U UCYUE3HOGEHUS OY2p08 MeHee XaPaKmepen 01 ROCAeOHUX 00HoOy2opuamulx npemonapos. C eo3pacmom
3amemno usmenawmes pe3yvl. Pezuvl Mo100vix medgedeit Onunnvle, wiupoxue 66epxy ¢ y2ayonieHuAMu 6 yeH-
mpe. Pe3ybt cmapvix meodeeoeil npespauiaiomces ¢ CHa0uHou psad 00H000PA3HO COYEHHBIX U KOPOMKUX 3Y008.
Yenoeoit ompocmox y monoovix sncusommuvix kopomkuit u 2nadkuii. C eo3pacmom on mpancgopmupyemcs 6
0onee OUHHBLIL U WUPOKUIL, C YEMKO 8bIpasceHHbIMU 2pednamu. C o3pacmom makdice noAGNAOMCA 2pedHU NO
Kparw u wepoxoeamocmu Ha NOGEPXHOCMU CYCMABHO20 ompocmKa. On cmanosumca 6onee WUPOKUM U Mac-
CUGHBIM. Y MO100bIX Medgedell 1amepanbHas nOBEPXHOCHL YealoCmU 2NIA0KAsA, Y 63POCbIX U CIAPbIX OHA NO-
KPblma MHOZOYUCTIEHHBIMU MeIKUMU 2peOHamu. CazummanbHblil 2pedeHb y MOI00bIX Medeedell Omcymcmeyem
unu cnavo eviparcen. CazummanvHulil 2pedenb HA Yepenax 63pociibliX 0cobeil npooonzosamolil, 8blCOKUI, yN-
J10U4eHHbLIL 6 3a0Hell YACMU, 8EPXHAS IUHUA ZPEOHA WIePOX08ama, UH020a ¢ nPoeanom 6 cpedneil wacmu. Ecme-
CMEeHHOe 00bACHEeHUe MAKOU MPAHCHOPMAUUN 3AKTIOUACHICA 6 PA3GUMUL C 803DACHIOM U HPOOOSIHCUMETbHO-
cmu (PYHKYUOHUPOBAHUA HHceaamenbHbIX Mbliil. MaKcumanbHas RPOOOIHCUMEIbHOCHLL HCUSHU OYP020 Medse-
01 3apezucmpuposana okono 40 nem. Coomnecmu nyHKmyaibHo Hada00aemvle MopgonounecKkue usmMeHenus
¢ KOHKPEmHbIMU 6PEMEHHBIMU IMANAMU MAKO20 603PACHIA HE NPEOCMABIAEM CA 603MOIHCHDIM.

KutioueBble ciloBa: Oypuiil Med8edb, uepen, casummanbiblil epebenb, Yeaiocmuvle OmpocmKu, 3yovl

[Ipn mmpokoM pacmpocTpaHEHUH B Ce-
BepHoi EBpasun n CeBepHoit Amepuke Oypbie
MEJBEIN W3 Pa3HbIX MECT OOWTaHWS 3HAYU-
TEJIBHO OTJIMYAIOTCSA pa3MepaMu U Maccol Te-
J1a, OCOOCHHOCTSAMU CTPOEHHS OTACNIbHBIX Op-
raHOB M Jaxke KoJmuecTBoMm 3y6oB [1, 2, 3].
3HauuTenpHas MOpPQOJOrUYecKas HN3MEHYU-
BOCTh MCKJIIOYAET MCIOJIb30BaHUE MOBCEMECT-
HO pa3MEpPHBIX MPHU3HAKOB JUIS OMPEIEICHHUS
Mojla ¥ BO3pacTa 3THUX XHWIMHUKOB. B Takou
CUTyalluH 0c000€ 3HAa4YeHHEe MPHOOPETAIOT
NPU3HAKH, XapaKTepU3YyIOIIUe H3MEHYNBOCTD
MOP(}OJIOTHYECKUX CTPYKTYp B 3aBHCHMOCTH
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OT NMPOAOKUTEIBHOCTH BO3JCHCTBHS Ha HUX C
BO3pacToM (u3udeckoi Harpy3ku. EctecTBen-
HOU NPHYMHON TAKOW HATPy3KHU JIOTHYHO pac-
CMaTpUBaTh NOTPEOHOCTH B JOOBIBAHUM U I10-
TpeOJeHUNn KOpMa, MOTOMY HEpPBOOYEPEIHOrO
BHUMAHUS 3aCIyXHUBAlOT MOP(OIOrHYecKe
U3MEHeHus: 3y0OB M KOCTEH uepena, K KOTO-
PBIM KpEIATCA KPYIHBIE KEBATEIbHbIE MBbIII-
upl. Yepen Menasens NpUBIIEKATEIEH, IIOTOMY
YTO YacTO IMO3ULHUOHUPYETCA U OLIEHUBAECTCS
KaK OXOTHUYHHA Tpoeit.

B3pocnele Oypble MeABEIM MOTYT 4acTo
OTJINYaThCA KOJIMYECTBOM 3y0OB H3-3a HEIO-
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CTOSIHCTBA Pa3BUTHUSA M COXPAHHOCTH HPEMOJIS-
poB. V3 HOMUHAJNBHOTO AJIs BUJA KOJIMYECTBA
BOCBMH TPEMOJISIPOB B KaKJIOM YEITIOCTH He-
PEIKO OTCYTCTBYIOT B 00€UX YEIHOCTAX BTOPOH
U TpeTud mnpemoiiapel. MHOrma c¢ BO3pacToM
UCYE3al0T U MPUMBIKAIOIINE K KIIBIKAM IEpPBbIE
npeMosisipel.  JIume mociegHue  MpemMosphbl
OCTalOTCsI B psAdy 3yOOB, 3a/JeCTBOBAaHHBIX B
nepekeBbIBAHUM KopMa. Momsipel y  OyphIx
MeJIBEJIe!, YEThIPE B BEPXHEN YEIIFOCTH U LIECTh
B HIDKHEH, B OTJIMYME OT MHOTUX APYTUX XHII-
HUKOB TynoOyropuartbie. ¥ ocoOeil U3 pa3HbIX
MOMYJIALIMNA OHU MOTYT 3HAYUTENbHO OTINYATh-
cs1 110 pa3Mepam, a MHOTJa U 1o Gpopme.

Ilens uccnedoeanuit — BHISIBUTH U BU3Y-
albHO MPEACTaBUTH BO3PACTHBIE W3MEHEHUS
3y0O0B, CarUTTaJIBHOTO TPEOHS, YIIIOBOTO U CYyC-
TAaBHOTO OTPOCTKOB HIDKHEH 4YemrocTu Oyporo
MeIBEs.

Mamepuan u memoowvl. Matepuanom s
UCCIIIOBaHUS TMOCIY XXMM 32 uepemna OypbIxX
MeJBelled pa3HOro BO3pacTa M3 KOJJIEKLHN
6uosiornueckoro (¢axkyiabTera BsTckoit rocy-
JIAPCTBEHHON CEJIbCKOXO3AMCTBEHHOM —aKaje-
muu, Kuposckoro ob6nactHoro u Kuposckoro
TOPOJICKOTrO OOILIECTB OXOTHUKOB U PHIOOJIOBOB.
Mecra noObrun Measeneln — Kuposckas, Ap-
xaHrenbckass U Bonoroackas ob6nactu, Ilepm-
ckuil kpail u Pecnnyonuka Komu. s cpaBHe-
HUSl BO3PACTHBIX M3MEHEeHHH cdoTorpadupona-
HBI J)KeBaTEIbHAs MOBEPXHOCTh MOJISIPOB U TIpe-
MOJIIPOB BEPXHEH M HMIXKHEH 4YeNIOCTH, YIJIO-
BbIE M CYCTaBHBIE OTPOCTKH C JaTepajbHOI
CTOPOHBI HWKHEW HYeNOCTH, CaruTTajbHbBIE
rpe6HN 1 BbIOOpOUYHO pe3ibl. [lonHomacitab-
Hble M300pa)K€HHUsI CPaBHUBAEMBIX OOBEKTOB
00JieryaroT BBISIBIEHUE U NPEJICTaBICHUE BO3-
pacTHbIX TpaHChopMaluid, He TPeOyIOT U30bI-
TOYHOT'0 ONUCAHMS aHATU3UPYEMOro MpoLecca.

Pezynomamul u ux oocyymcoenue. Cpas-
HEHHE JKeBaTEIIHLHON MOBEPXHOCTH 3yOOB 00CIIe-
JIOBaHHBIX YEPEIOB YAOCTOBEPSET B TOM, UYTO
C BO3PacTOM OHa CYILECTBEHHO TpaHC(OpMHUpY-

e o

ercs Hapsay C M3MEHEHHeM (OpMbI CaMuX
3y00B. SIBHO pa3nnuuMble Oyrpbl Ha MOBEPXHO-
CTU 3yOOB B BEpXHEH YEIIOCTH Y MOJIOABIX Me-
Belel CO BPEMEHEM IIOCTENEHHO CTHUPAKOTCS,
MCUE3al0T y B3POCIBIX OCOOEH, a Ha MX MecTe
y cTapbIx ocobeit 00pasyercs keno0 ¢ MMPOKUM
oOHaxkeHHeM neHTHHA (puc. 1). Y crapbix oco-
Oell CTaHOBWTCS 3aMETHOW TpaHchopMaIus
U PACIIOJIOKEHHOTO Tepel HHUMH TIOCIEIHETO
IpeMoJIsApa, 0 4eM OOBbEKTUBHO CBUIETEIILCTBY-
10T HOSIBJISAIOLIMECS] HAa €ro Oyrpax C JIMHIBaJlb-
HOM CTOPOHBI IITHA JKEJITOr0 JJEHTHHA.

Takoro ke poja BO3pacTHbIE U3MEHEHUS
TUNUYHBI IS JKEBATEIbHOW IOBEPXHOCTH
3y0oB B HmxHell uenroctu. [Ipouecc crupanus
U MCUYE3HOBEHUsS OyrpoB HaOIrOAaeTCst Ha BCEX
MOJISIpaX, MEHEE XapakTepeH s MOCIEeTHHX
0JTHOOYTOpYATHIX MPEMOJISIpOB (puc. 2). Buzy-
QJIBHO OTYETIMBO 3aMETHO, YTO OCHOBHAsl Ha-
rpy3Ka IOpU H3MEIbYEHUH KOpPMa B OCHOBHOM
NpOXOIUTCs Ha Mosspsl. M3 npemossipoB yua-
CTBYIOT B 3TOM IIpOlecce JIUIIb IOCJIEIHHUE,
HE IOoJBeprasch, BEpOATHO, OOJbIION (u3nye-
CKOM Harpy3ke U J0JbllIe COXpaHss UCXOTHbIC
¢dopmbl, ueM Mossipel. Henb3st HE 3aMeTUTh, YTO
MpoIiecC BO3PACTHOW TpaHCPOpPMALUKM IKEBa-
TEJILHOW TIOBEPXHOCTH 3yOOB mpu 0OmIei TeH-
JICHIIMU K CTHPAHUIO U U3HOCY SIBHO WHIMBH-
nyaneH. B oOcnenoBaHHON BBIOOpKE YeperoB
HE 3aMEU€HO IOJHOT0 Pa3pyIIeHUs! OJHOTO WIN
HECKOJIBKUX MOJIIPOB, O YEeM YINOMHHAeTcs
B ONUCAHMSIX OyphIX MEABEACH IPYIMMH HC-
cnenoBatensamu [4].

[lorpeGnenne  OyppIMH  MeABEISIMH
OOJIBIIIOTO KOJMYECTBA PACTUTEIBHOTO KOpMa
MPE/IoIaraeT COOTBETCTBYIONIYIO HAarpy3Ky M
Ha pe3upl. C Bo3pacToM uX TpaHchopMauus
Takxke oyeBuaHa. [llupokue, ¢ BUIUMBIME TIPO-
MEXYTKaMH, C YIIyOJCHHSMHU B IICHTPE Bep-
IIMH BBICOKHE 3allebl Y MOJIOJABIX XHBOTHBIX
MIPEBPAIIAIOTCS B CIIOMIHOW Psii 0XHOOOpa3HO
U KOPOTKO CTOYEHHBIX 3yOOB Yy B3POCIBIX KH-
BOTHBIX (pHC. 3).

. Al

Puc. 1. Bo3pacTHasi U3MEHYHUBOCTH KeBaTeIbHOIl MOBEPXHOCTH 3y00B BepXHeil YeJI0CTH
Oyporo MmenBeas
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Puc. 2. BozpacTHasi H3MEHYHBOCTbD KeBaTeJbHOI1 IOBEPXHOCTH 3y00B
HMKHel yesrocTu Oyporo measensi

T, ] I

BbricTtpoTy u MacmTalObl 310N TpaHchop-
MAaIMH JIOTUYHO COIOCTABJIATH C KOJIUYECTBOM
noTpedIIeMOro PacTUTEIILHOTO KOpMa, B 4eM
MCIABCIU PpPa3HbIX HOHy.TIS[III/Iﬁ CYIIECTBECHHO
pasnuyarorcs. Hanpumep, 1078 pacTUTEIbHBIX
KOPMOB B IIUTaHUU MEJIBEJIEH THUXOOKEAHCKOIO
noOepexbsi 3aMETHO MEHBIIIE U3-32 JIOCTYITHO-
CTH TaKOTO MacCOBOTO KOPMOBOTO pecypca, Kak
pbiba [5]. MeaBensm Mopckux moOepexuil B
YCIIOBHSX BIIQYKHOTO KJIMMaTa JOCTAeTCs U HE
CTOJb JKECTKash pacTUTEeNbHAas TNHINA, Kakas
0o0bIYHAa B THTAHWW MEIBEIEH AapUAHBIX 30H
oOutanus. IlpumeuaTenbHO TaKke, 4TO 3yObI
oenbix memseneit (Ursus maritimus L.), mouru
HE MOTPEONAIONNX pacTUTENbHBIE KOPMa, OC-
TAIOTCSI MAJI0 OBPEXKICHHBIMU, AK€ B OYCHb
CTapoM JIJIsl 3TUX XUIIHUKOB Bo3pacTe [1, 2].

Bo3zpacTHble U3MEHEHUsT BU3yalbHO TPO-
CJI©KHMBAIOTCS W BO BHEIIHEM BHUJE YEPETOB,
NPEJCTAaBIsIEMbIX HA BBICTAaBKaX OXOTHHYBHX
TpodeeB. OcOOEHHO 3aMETHBI pa3IHyus B pas-
BUTHH CaruTTajlbHOTO IpeOHA. B oTnmyme ot
MOJIO/IBIX MEJBECH CaruTTajJbHBIA TpeOCHb Ha
gyepenax B3pOCHBIX U CTapbIX 0cobeil mpomos-
rOBaThld, BBICOKHWM, YIUIOLIEHHBIM B 3aJHEH
9YacTH, BEPXHASA JIMHUS IPeOHS YTOJIICHA U IIIe-
pOXOBaTa, MHOT/Ia C MPOBAJIOM B CPEIHEH YacTu
(puc. 4). EcrectBeHHOE OOBSCHEHHE TaKOM
TpaHc(hoOpMauy 3aKIIOYAETCS B Pa3BUTHH C
BO3PAacTOM M MPOJOJDKHTEIBHOCTH (YHKIIHO-
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Puc. 3. Bo3pacTHasi H3MeHYHBOCTH Pe31[0B Oyporo meaBeas

HUPOBAHUS JKEBATEJIBHBIX MBI, JIOTHYHO TO-
Jaratb, 4YTO HaWOOJbIIME HM3MEHEHMS CaruT-
TaJIBHOTO TPEOHS MPOUCXOMAT WUMEHHO B Mec-
TaxX KPerUICHUs STUX MBIIIII.

Takum xe 00pa3oM MOXXHO OOBSICHUTH U3-
MeHEHUsI OPMBI U TTIOBEPXHOCTH YTJIOBBIX U CYC-
TaBHBIX OTPOCTKOB HIDKHEH uemoctu (puc. 5).
Kopotkuii 1 B 11eJ10M riaakuil yriaioBoi oTpoc-
TOK C BO3pPacTOM TpeBpamaeTcs B 0oJiee JIHH-
HBIA U IIUPOKHIA, C YETKO BBIPAKEHHBIMU Iped-
HSMHU KOCTHBIM BBIPOCT € ILEPOXOBAaTBIMU He-
poBHBIMU KpasiMmu. C BO3pacToOM TOSBISIOTCS
rpeOHHU MO Kparo U IMIEPOXOBATOCTH HA MOBEPX-
HOCTH CYCTaBHOIO OTpOCTKa. OH CTaHOBHUTCS
6osiee MIMPOKUM M MacCUBHBIM. MHOTOYHCIIEH-
HbI€ MEJIKHUE IPeOHHM HCTICHIPSIOT CO BPEMEHEM
U JIaT€pPaAJIbHYI0 IOBEPXHOCTh YENIOCTH. Tako-
BbI, OYEBHUJIHO, PE3yJIbTaThl MOP(OIOTHUECKON
W3MEHYUBOCTU KOCTHBIX CTPYKTYp, COJIEHCT-
BytoIX 3(GGEKTUBHOCTH KpeTwieHus] u (PyHK-
LIMOHUPOBAHHUS KEBATEIIHON MYCKYJIaTyphl.

MaxkcumanbHast MPOJOKUTENBHOCTh
xu3HU Oyporo menBens 3apeructpupoana 40
ner (Www.genomics.senescence.info/species).
CooTHecTH MyHKTyaJbHO HaOJIIOfaeMble MOP-
¢donornueckue M3MEHEHHS C KaKMMHU-TO KOH-
KpEeTHbIMH BPEMEHHBIMH JTalaMH BO3pacTa
B3POCJIBIX M CTapblIX 3BEpPEH B JAHHOM Cllydyae
HE NPEICTaBIAETCS BO3MOKHBIM. M3-3a nckiro-
YUTEIBHOTO Pa3HO0Opa3us MOpQOIOTHYECKUX
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BO3pACTHBIX U3MEHCHHH TaKOe K€ 3aKIII0UYCHHE
cOpMYyIHPOBAaHO IO pe3yJbTaTaM MHOTOJIET-

Hero oOciemoBaHusa CBBIMIE 11 THIC. JOOBITBIX
Ha Amsicke OypbIx MeaBenei [6].

Puc. 5. Bo3pacTHble H3MeHeHHUsI CYCTABHBIX U YIJIOBBIX OTPOCTKOB HIKHEH YeJI0CTH
Oyporo menBensi

3UMHSS CISIUKA, TPOIOJKUTEIBHBINA exXe-
TOJHBII ATAIl TOHIKEHHOTO YPOBHS OOMEHHBIX
NpPOIIECCOB B OpPraHM3ME MpPEroiaraeT BO3-
MOYHOCTbh 00siee OOBEKTHBHOTO OIpE/IEICHUS
BO3pacCTa 3TUX XUIIHUKOB IMOCPEACTBOM IIOJ]-
CUCTa OKpPAIICHHBIX I'OAOBBIX CJIOCB HAa T'UCTO-
JOTHYECKHX cpe3ax 3y0oB [7]. MHoronerHue
THUCTOJIOTHYECKHE HUCCIIEIOBAHMS TAKOTO TUTaHa
TaK)Ke HE MPUBEIN K 0)KUAAEMBIM PE3yJIbTaTaM.
VYnaBanoce HMIACHTUGUIMPOBATH MeEABENCH B
Bo3pacte A0 10 yet, HO mojacYeT OOJIBIIEro KO-
JMYECTBA CIIOEB TPU3HAH NPOOIEeMaTHUHBIM
[8]. HeoOxomuMoCTh pellieHust 3a1auu orpe/ie-
JIeHHs1 BO3pacTa OYEBHU/IHA, €CIIN YUECTh CIydan
BBDKMBAHHS B €CTECTBEHHOH cpeie OOMTaHUsS U
MOSIBJICHUSI TOTOMCTBAa y OypbhIX MeaBenci B
Bo3pacte cBbime 20 set [9]. [lupokas mopdo-
JoruYecKas: W3MEHYMBOCTh OCTAaeTcss N0 Ha-
CTOSIIIIETO BPEMEHHU CEPhE3HBIM MPEISTCTBHEM
Uil pa3pabOTKH YHU(PHIMPOBAHHBIX METOOB
OTIpeIeNIeHUs BO3pacTa STUX XUIIHUKOB.

Bo160o0bi. BuzyanbHO peructpupyemblie
U3MEHEHHUsl uepera OOBEKTUBHO CBHICTEIBbCT-
BYIOT O BO3pPacTHOW MOP(OIOrHIecKON HU3MEH-
YUBOCTH OYpBIX MenBezei. JIormaHo mosararsb,
YTO 3TO sIBJICHHE 0o0Jiee TOYHO COOTHOCHTCS C
BO3PAaCTOM 3THX XHIHHKOB JIMIIb Ha TpUMepe
OTIENBHBIX HOMYJSIUNA HIX MECT OOWTaHWMS.

JlocToBepHOE pelieHne Takod 3ajaud BO3MOXK-
HO JIMILb IPU MOJYYEHUH TOYHO JAaTUPOBAHHO-
ro OmomaTepuana B pe3yJbTaTe MEUYEHHUS dTHX
XHUIIHAKOB B €CTECTBEHHOM cpejie 0OuTaHus.
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Age changes in some parts of skull of brown bear (Ursus arctos L.)

Chashchukhin V.A., DSc, professor, leading researcher
B.M. Zhitkov All-Russian Institute of Game and Fur Farming, Kirov, Russia

Significant morphological variability complicates the use of measurable traits to determine the sex
and age of brown bears. In such a situation traits are particularly important that vary with age depending on
the duration of exposure to physical activity. Natural cause of such a load is logical to consider the need for
extraction and consumption of food. Priority attention should be given to the morphological changes of teeth
and bones of the skull holding large chewing muscles. The material for the study were 32 skulls of brown
bears of all ages from the collections of the Faculty of Biology of the Vyatka State Agricultural Academy,
Kirov regional and Kirov city societies of hunters and fishermen. The place of bears' capture - Kirov, Ar-
khangelsk and VVologda regions, Perm area and Komi Republic. chewing surface of premolars and molars of
the upper and lower jaw, angular and articular processes with the lateral side of the mandible, sagittal crests
and selectively incisors were photographed to compare age-related changes. Chewing surface of molars are
exposed to the greatest transformation with age. The clearly distinguishable hillocks on the surface of the
teeth in young bears with time gradually erased disappear in adults, in old specimens formed through with a
wide exposure of dentin. The process of erasure and disappearance of hillocks is less characteristic for the
last premolars. Incisors significantly change with age. The incisors of young bears are long, wide at the top
with a deepening in the center. The incisors of old bears are transformed into a solid row of uniformly raw
of off and short teeth. The angular process in young animals is short and smooth. It is transformed with age
into a long and wide, with distinct ridges. The edge of the ridges and surface roughness on the surface of the
articular process also appear on with age. It becomes wider and more massive. The lateral surface of the jaw
in young bears is smooth. In adults and older bears it is covered with numerous small ridges. The sagittal
crest in young bears is absent or weakly expressed. The sagittal crest on the skulls of adult is long, tall, flat-
tened at the back; the top line of the ridge is rough, sometimes with a dip in the middle. Natural explanation
of this transformation is developing with age and duration of the functioning of the masticatory muscles.
The maximum life of brown bear is some 40 years. To relate punctiliously observed morphological changes
with time-specific steps that age is not possible.

Key words: brown bear, skull, sagittal crest, jaw spines, teeth
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